A Haitian Story

Chessey, Emanuel, and Alina’s father carved this chess set.

He sold such sets to tourists.
Frank B. Withrow

Emanuel had been out in the woods in the mountains when the Earthquake struck.
He often liked to go off high in the mountains and think by himself. He was 14 years
old and the first born in his family. His father was a carpenter and Emanuel was
following his father’s trade. He had taken his hammer with him for some reason as
he went out to the mountain and the woods. He had taken his faithful dog Cue with
him. Both of them were very frightened by the Earthquake, but other than being
scared nothing happened to him. He had been on boats in the ocean and was



accustomed to waves, but never before had the waves been on the land. He could
see the houses and buildings below that were tumbling down as if a giant hand had
smashed them to pieces. He was afraid for his family, his father and mother, two
sisters and a baby brother because they were in his home. He rushed as fast as he
could through the rubble and devastation back to his home, which was now a pile of
rubble. He began frantically digging through the rubble because he could hear
someone crying. Others came to help and they found his eight-year-old sister Alina.
When they finally got her out of the rubble Emanuel knew there was something
terribly wrong her right leg, which was bleeding and horribly smashed. They took
her to one of the emergency field hospitals that had been set up.

Emanuel didn’t know what else to do there were no signs of any other member of
his family. He left Alina and went back to digging through the rubble, but found
nothing. The room where his mother and father and baby brother slept was
completely demolished in an enormous pile of rubble. To make matters worse the
house next door to them had fallen on top of their home.

Emanuel was concerned that he didn’t know what had happened to Alina the only
member of his family he had so far found alive. He wandered around looking for
others but always coming back to the rubble that was his home. Unfortunately, on
the third day after the quake they discovered his parents and baby brother all had
died in the earthquake. He still could not find his sister Chessey. He kept going back
and digging in the rubble where he thought she might be. On the fourth day after
the quake he thought he heard someone crying in the rubble. He got help and they
began to dig in earnest. One the fifth day they found Chessey his twelve-year old
sister. She had a broken right arm and was bruised but otherwise okay. He told her
about their parents and she cried. He told her they had to find Alina their eight year-
old sister who had been taken to the hospital with a broken leg.

As he and Cue looked for Alina he met Nadia from Fidel. She said she would help him
look for Alina and that Emanuel and Chessey could come to Fidel with her. Fidel
was a very poor section of Port au Prince that had been built over a ravine. When it
rained everyone got wet. They took Chessey to the emergency field hospital and the
doctors put her broken arm in a splint. Chessey was very sad and cried a lot.

One day Chessey was sitting in a corner of the little blue and pink church in Fidel
sobbing when Pastor, Jean Vieus Villers came upon her. He asked if he could help
her. She said no way get out of my life. He gently asked why she was crying. She
blurted out I have been in hell and when [ came back God had taken my mother,
father, little sister and little brother WHY? Go Away!

Chessey you are old enough to know that the strong winds and rain blow and that
sometimes the earth shakes. She yelled back at him, “Is God mad at us when that
happens? Have we been so bad that God must punish us?” Jean softly said, “No that
is just Mother Nature. It has nothing to do whether we have been good or bad” |
don’t like it. [ hate it! Pastor Jean said, “Yes, Chessey we all grieve from these tragic



events. We each have our sorrows to bear, but we have to go on and rebuild our
land and our lives. “ Emmanuel hugged Cue and kept him very close.

Chessey, yelled back at him, “The sisters in school were wrong God does not love
us.” I don’t know where momma and papa and the babies are, but there is no
heaven only hell and I have been there. “ Jean comforted the crying child and said,
“We often do not know the way of God but he is real and can be a comfort to us if we
open our heart to him.” Chessey said, “I have been to hell and I don’t like it. When I
came back I hurt all over and only Emanuel and Alina were left and Alina has only
one leg.”

Jean said, “My dear little one we all have suffered, but we must rebuild our lives and
our island. You I am told were the brightest learner in your school. You can help us
all rebuild our world so it is a better world.”

“I want my momma and papa back”, sobbed Chessey. It was the first time she had
really said what was on her mind.

Nadia called Chessey in and said, “You must start making the rounds with me
seeking support and food for the poor. Her arm was out of its cast and Nadia felt she
could if needed carry foodstuff. Nadia said, “SMILE, kid, you may be on a newsreel
camera today! “ Nadia left no room for Chessey to think she was going to be able to
stay behind. They would get up at dawn every morning and go where Nadia wanted
to check to see if everything in Fidel was working according to Nadia’s instructions.
Nadia was slowly becoming the Mayor of Fidel. Everyone accepted her leadership.
Nadia told Chessey we are going to rebuild Fidel and make it a better place to live.
You are going to help me make it so whether you want to or not.

Fidel had been a ravine where people built shacks. Now Nadia dreamed of real
buildings that would be earthquake proof. She pushed Emanuel to study more about
buildings that could withstand Earthquakes. At best the ravine was a quirky place to
build anything, but when Nadia set her mind to do something it usually got done.
She believed that Emanuel when he was not working at the prosthetic center he
could help design and build houses in Fidel. She believed that the stones from the
rubble could be reclaimed and used to rebuild new places to live.

Alina had adjusted to her crutch and was as busy as a bee scrambling around the
blue and pink church. It was almost as if Nadia had adopted Emanuel, Chessey and
Alina.

What do you think they can build at the Fidel site? Can they build a ten-story
apartment house? Can they build houses with gardens and lawns?

February 27, 2010

Nadia told the kids that another monstrous Earthquake hit Chile. Nadia told Chessey
they would do the possible things today and the impossible things tomorrow. No
matter what the obstacles they would plan and get their work done with the people



and the materials they had. Chessey started to say, “But everything is broken.”
Nadia said, “Nonsense you have two hands and two feet and a strong back we can
make it work.” Where there is a will there is always a way. Dream impossible
DREAMS and make them come true. Perhaps we can reclaim and use all the rubble
around us to rebuild our community? I expect Emanuel to study and find ways we
can rebuild.

Nadia felt they would have to fill part of the ravine in and create a substantial
foundation for the new buildings. Chessey asked how they would do this and Nadia
replied, “One rock at a time if necessary.”

Alina is learning to use her crutch and can even run a bit with it. Emanuel likes
working at the prosthetic shop and helping the people learn how to use their
artificial legs.

Chessey went with Nadia to see Captain Hadad of the U. S. Marines. Nadia wanted
the Captain to help rebuild Fidel. While Nadia was talking with the Captain Chessey
noticed two Marines, Josh and Billy Bob playing Chess. She watches a couple of
games and then when Josh checkmated Billy Bob she said, “Me play?” The Marines
first brushed her off, but she seemed so eager to play that Josh said, “Okay and
began to tell her how to move the chess pieces.” She nodded her head that she knew
how they moved. It took her four moves to checkmate Josh in the first game. Then
she proceeded to win five more straight games in very short times. For the first
time in a long time there was a smile on Chessey’s face. Then she beat Bill Bob three
straight games of Chess. When Nadia came out from talking with the Captain Josh
asked her when they would be back they wanted Chessey to play chess with Roger
the Brain. Why? Because she is very good at Chess and Roger is the best there is in
the Marines. We will be back in three days to see Captain Hadad. We will setup a
match between Chessey and Roger, Josh said.

When they returned Roger was there and Chessey and Roger immediately began to
play. It took Chessey only eight moves to checkmate Roger. Wow! Roger said, “I
have heard of geniuses like Chessey she can immediately calculate all my possible
moves and counter with her moves. This kid is good.” She is better than a computer.
We have to get her on our side in the Island wide chess contest. With her on our
team we are sure winners. We’ve got to get her a fatigue uniform and clean her up a
bit so she doesn’t look so young. I've never seen anyone as good as Chessey before.

What an interesting development! Do you think Chessey will enter the island wide
Chess Tournament?

Nadia said to Emanuel you didn’t tell me Chessey could play Chess. Our papa carved
chess sets and sold them to the tourist when he was not building things. Aslong as I
can remember Chessey has loved the Chess sets and she began playing when she
was very young. She is very good she can beat the old men who used to play down
at the park. They chase her away now, but there is no park and I don’t know where



the old men are. She seems better today she actually smiled when she won the
Chess game.

Can Chessey become the island champion?

Chessey loves her new Marine clothes and all the attention she is getting by winning
at chess. She is beginning to smile and talk more. Her English is improving and she
talks with the Marines. A strange relationship is developing with Nadia who by
default has become her foster mother and with Captain Ivy Hadad who has never
had children of her own.

Nothing seems to bother Chessey when she is concentrating on her chess game. She
is a very fast player and seems to have an uncanny ability to predict her opponents
moves. Both Nadia and Captain Hadad attend every game Chessey plays.

School has started again and Chessey is back in her class and leading the class
especially in science and mathematics. There is no question that she is head and
shoulders above her fellow students. Nadia remembers how much she wanted to be
a Marine when she was in high school in Miami and talks with Chessey about the
Marines being a part of her future. Captain Hadad has also talked with Chessey
about her future. Chessey wants to go to college, become a Marine pilot and
becoming a NASA astronaut. The other kids tease her when she talks about it saying
how can an Earthquake orphan become anything much less an astronaut.

Captain Hadad called Chessey in and told her that next Friday CBS News was
sending Kati Couric and a camera crew to interview Chessey. News had gotten out
about her playing chess and CBS wanted to do a human-interest story about her.
Captain Hadad had decided that Nadia, Emanuel and Alina should all be there in the
interview. CBS wanted her to play chess with Sergeant Simmons the Army’s best
chess player. They would use a chess set that her father had carved.

Captain Hadad called everyone into her office so that they could be ready when the
CBS camera crew arrived. She asked Emanuel what their last name was. He replied
Qwami and then he went on to say his father was from Ghana and had come to Haiti
as a part of an International Relief crew to work on repairing the island after a
hurricane. He was part of a crew that rebuilt houses. He met their mother and
decided to stay in Haiti. He had a cousin in Ghana that had a baby with a deformed
right leg. Her husband abandoned the baby and mother because he was ashamed of
the baby boy. The mother was very strong and insisted on her crippled son going to
school. The son’s name was Emmanuel. Emanuel was named after the distant
cousin. His father was sure Emanuel could accomplish the impossible. The
Emmanuel in Ghana did well in school in fact graduated with high honors, but most
of the other handicapped people were left to beg on the streets. Emmanuel wanted
to demonstrate that handicapped people could do things so this one-legged man
rode his bicycle across all of Ghana to demonstrate how able he was. He became
famous. A California orthopedic surgeon read about Emmanuel and had him flown
to California. The doctor amputated Emanuel’s bad leg and fitted him with a modern



prosthetic leg. Emmanuel is now a major advocate for the handicapped in Ghana. He
now heads the educational and rehabilitation programs for disabled people in
Ghana. He is sought after as a speaker throughout the world.

Emanuel told Captain Hadad that Chessey was not really his sister’s name that
everyone just started calling her that because she loves chess so much. Our dad
made chess sets to sell to the tourists and from the time she was a little baby
Chessey was interested in the little chessmen. Our dad named me after his cousin
Emanuel, because he always said [ could accomplish the impossible. He named
Chessey after his own mother who was named Afua.

And now little sister Alina is the one-legged little earthquake girl. Captain Hadad
told her assistant to write all this up for the CBS news people. This is a greater story
than they thought it would be. She also told her staff to be sure that everyone
including Nadia had good clothes to wear for the interview. She told Nadia she first
thought she was the kid’s mother. Nadia said no they just sort of hung out together
and that they are a big help to her in rebuilding Fidel.

& ~ % Nadia found a world contest for one-legged
women that had been damaged by land
mines. They had an international contest to
become Miss Landmine. Some of them had
artificial legs others used canes and
crutches. She felt that seeing these women
would help Alina.

Some of these women were not only
accomplished people of their communities,
but some were also good disabled athletes.

Unfortunately the aftermath of wars leave
land mines with cluster bombs that are still
active and their explosion each year injures
thousands of men, women and children.

Miss Landmine this year is a beautiful
young lady who wants to go to college and
become an engineer. She is a determined
young woman who may achieve her goals.

MISS LANDMINE 2007

The Norwegian director and actor Morten Traavik organized an unusual
art project: a beauty contest among Angolan women mutilated by
landmines. The civil war in this southwestern African country ended in



2002, but still there are an estimated 80.000 landmine victims out of a
total population of 13 million.

NADIA’S DREAM

Nadia has been a major strength in the community. She has also been reading more
than ever before and thinking about the other people in her community. She is
particularly concerned about the kids like Alina who have been maimed and
crippled by the Earthquake. Who will teach them, who will help them, where will
they find work and most of all how can she help them? Since she learned about him
she is fascinated about Emanuel of Ghana. She found out that there is a DVD movie
about him and through Captain Hadad was able to get a copy for everyone to see.

Someone sent her a book about Henry Viscardi, a man without feet. Eleanor
Roosevelt was his friend. Henry had worked for the Red Cross helping veterans of
World War II adapt to their losses of arms and legs. After the war he created a
school and workshop for disabled people. She also learned about the Asian group
that recognized the Miss Mine Field award for women who had been maimed by
exploding land mines.

Nadia had only a high school education from when she lived in Miami, but with the
help of Captain Hadad she was exploring a whole new world of knowledge. The
Captain let Nadia use her personal laptop computer and the satellite Internet
connections. It was opening up a whole new world for Nadia. She marveled at what
Emmanuel was accomplishing in Ghana and what Henry had done after World War
[l in America and around the world. Could she do the same thing here in Haiti?

These thoughts were going through her head as they prepared for the CBS News
visit to see Chessey play chess. She kept telling the kids they must put their best foot
forward for the show and that it was about more than just Chessey and her chess
playing. She believed it was more about how children like Alina would be educated
and how they could find work as adults.

Nadia talked about her dream to everyone.

The NEWS Interview, of course Katie Couric did not come herself but an interviewer
and camera crew came from the states.

Everyone was at the Marine Base and the chess set was set up and ready for the
show down between Sergeant Simmons and Chessey. There was an audience
surrounding the outside table. The game started. Chessey was a faster player than
the Sergeant who was a more deliberate player, but within twelve moves Chessey
had checkmated him. One the second game she won in eight moves. Chessey’s
English was still not too good, but the crew asked her direct questions anyway. The
first question was, “What do you think of the Sergeant’s play?” She said, “He has a
smart mind and makes good moves.” But Chessey you seemed to know where he
would move. Yes, [ have played him before and I remember how he moves the little
chessmen. Do you go to school? Certainly! What do you like best in school?



Mathematics and science are the best things in school. Where did you learn to play
chess? I have always known ever since poppa taught me. I have always known and
she began to tear up a bit. Emanuel said our dad taught us all to play chess when we
were very young. But not all are as good as Chessey. That's right Emanuel said no
one is as good as Chessey. Where are your parents now? Is Nadia your mother? No,
our poppa and mother died in the Earthquake along with our baby brother. Who
looks after you? Emanuel said, I do and Nadia helps, but I also help her. Nadia who
are you and how are you related to these children. I live here in Fidel and I help
organize and get food and water and other things. Emanuel is a good carpenter and
he is helping rebuild Fidel. We just fell in together to work with the people here in
Fidel. This is a very poor place to build. It is a ravine. Yes, but we have made it work.
What is going to happen to these children? Chessey wants to go to college and join
the Marines. What about the little one-legged girl will she go to school. Nadia
replied, yes I personally will see that she and all the other damaged children will
have the proper schools. Among other things Emanuel is working to build
prosthetic legs and arms for the damaged children. We will not let these children be
lost. I have asked Emmanuel of Ghana to come and help us Nadia said. He had only
one leg and he rode a bicycle all across Ghana to show that handicapped people have
a place. He will help us. But there are so many things Haiti needs how can they
think of working with these handicapped kids. Nadia was getting irritated and with
force she said, “How can Haiti and the world not look after these our wounded
children?”

Nadia said, “The world has seen how damaged children can contribute. Henry
Viscardi a man with no feet worked for a great American president Franklyn D.
Roosevelt and showed veterans after World War Il how to live, learn and work. He
created a school for handicapped children and a place for handicapped adults to
work in electronics. “

But you are the poorest nation in the Americas and he worked in the richest nation.
Nadia said, “Henry had a motto, I do the hard tings today and the impossible
things tomorrow. “I know we can right here in Fidel create the school and
workshop that will see that these children learn and then have a place to work.”

Who will see that it happens? Nadia looked them straight in the eye and said, “I
will!” But you are not even a teacher much less a person of power. “I will do it! We
are a people who can do things; we have the strength to build a better tomorrow.
Already Emanuel is designing prosthetic arms and legs that are inexpensive and of
great value to these children of ours.

The interviewer said, “We came to see a little girl who is an amazing chess player. As
we saw Chessey is remarkable, but just as remarkable is the will of some of the
poorest people in Haiti who have a dream. A dream of a better tomorrow that
includes the least among them, the children whose bodies the earthquake broke.
The rebuilding of Haiti is a massive undertaking. With Chessey, Emanuel, Alina and
Nadia dreaming impossible dreams out of the ashes may arise a new and far better
Haiti. “



Nadia said, “We need your help. We believe Emmanuel of Ghana can help us plan
and build a new tomorrow for all our fallen sparrows with their broken wings. We
welcome help from our neighbor the USA and others around the world. “

From Fidel one of the poorest sections of Haiti we bring you a message of good
cheer and hope. Chessey can see all the moves in the chess game let us hope she has
the power to see all the moves needed to serve the crippled and broken children of
this poor nation.

A nation is known by how well it serves the least of its people.

The Rest of the Story
Frank B. Withrow

Jason P. Quinn’s father was a forty-year-old sailor who settled down with his Haitian
18 year old mother. His father was a mechanic and carpenter on a freighter that
came into Port au Prince. He was a chain smoker with lung cancer and was feeling
bad when his ship left port without him. He just sort of fell into the relationship
with Jason’s mother, but he apparently liked it and was pleased when Jason was
born. The old man liked to play with little Jason and Jason grew up speaking English
as well as French. The old man spent a lot of time with little Jason and taught him
things about motors and other mechanical things as well as carpentry. The old man
died coughing from lung cancer when Jason was ten years old.

Nadia and Jason had known one another as little kids before Nadia went off to Miami
with her mother. When Nadia returned to Haiti they fell in together and were living
together when the Earthquake hit. Nadia was worried about Jason because she had
not heard from him since the day of the Earthquake, but she was so busy worrying
about others that she had given up finding him.

The rubble had pinned down Jason for three days before rescuers could dig him out
of the rubble. His left foot was crushed beyond repair. The doctors amputated his
foot above his ankle. The stump of his leg was healing and he had a crude crutch
that he was learning to use. He had not tried to find Nadia because he was ashamed
of the loss of his foot.

When Nadia found Jason she brought him home to her tent. She had obtained two
Marine Corps tents and Emanuel had built platforms eighteen inches off the ground
to mount the tents on. The floor 18 inches above the ground allowed the rainwater
to flow under rather than through the tents. Actually the two tents were some of the
best property in Fidel.

Jason was depressed over the loss of his foot, however Emanuel brought Omar
around and they began talking about how to make a peg leg for Jason. There was a
Korean company that was supplying materials and advice on artificial legs and arms.



After the Korean War there were so many amputees that this company grew making
inexpensive arms, legs and wheel chairs. They had developed pegged legs for
example that were suited for the wet and soggy rice fields of Korea. They used a
special cloth and stiffened it with a plastic resin that hardened for the socket of the
leg. To this they attached an aluminum rod that could expand as young people grew
or even contract adults got older. They had two options that were exchangeable for
the end of the rod. For times when the weather was very wet or they were in the
rice fields they had sort of a duck foot that could be used and at other times a
different tip.

Jason’s stump had not healed enough for the peg leg, but Omar and Emanuel
measured him and prepared him for the day when they would fit him with the leg.

Jason was worried about what he could do when he healed. His mechanical skills
had always given him many jobs in the past. He worried that he would not be able
to do such work. Nadia kidded him by saying she didn’t know he used his foot to
turn the wrenches he used. Even Jason laughed at that.

Alina was doing very well with her crutch. She scooted around everywhere and was
not slowed down a bit. Unfortunately her leg was amputated above the knee and
therefore had to have a much more complicated prosthetic leg than Jason. As Omar
pointed out the stumps had to heal well before the artificial arms and legs could be
applied.

Jason was depressed about his foot and just sat around in the tent all day. His leg
was healing but he did not think he could ever work again. One day some of his
mechanic friends came to visit him. They talked about how hard they were working
to keep the bulldozers and other machines working. They also talked about some of
the newer relief agency machines that were really marvel of engineering. They also
mentioned that bulldozer 44 was stuck and they could not get it to move. They
hinted that Jason was the only one who could make old 44 hum like a top. Jason
ignored their prodding. But it soon became obvious that they wanted him to check
old 44 out. As they were leaving Jason said if you send a strong boy around to help
me [ will look at 44 tomorrow.

Nadia had been concerned about the orphans and especially the amputees. School
had sporadically started, but many of the disabled children had been left behind
because they could not make it to the schoolhouse. Nadia remembered how much
she liked Sesame Street when she was younger and had moved to Miami. She was
older but watched Sesame and it helped her learn English. She thought it the
disabled orphans could only watch they would learn. She found out about mobile
Sesame in India where a portable TV and a DVD player were set up on street corners
and children from the neighborhood came to watch. With Captain Hadad’s help
Nadia had begun writing letters to people for help. She wrote Joan Ganz Cooney and
asked for a Mobile Sesame program in Haiti.
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Plaza Se SAIMO and the needed mobile units began to appear in Haiti.

Nadia taught Chessey and Alina how to operate the mobile units and they set up the
shows in Fidel. Because of Nadi a’
some of the adults in Fidel to look after those she found on the streets. Nadia
remembered that when she was in school in Florida there was a TV series The Voyages
of the Mimi that had a one legged female heroine. She got DVD copies of that show also
to use in the mobile units.

Every day after they went to school Chessey and Alina rolled out the mobile Sesame
Street TV and set up lessons for the little children. There were many orphan
children who had amputated arms and legs. They especially tried to gather these
children around the television set. Many of these children had difficulty getting to
the regular school., With the help of Nadia Chessey and Alina became cohort
teachers helping other children.

Since Jason was still not too mobile even though he was helping repair some of the
machinery that had broken down he became interested in the Mobile Sesame
Workshop. He was especially interested in the programs for the older children that
use The Voyages of the Mimi with the one-legged scuba diver. He was impressed
that she did not let her disability slow her down. Since the Voyages were in English
someone had to translate for the children and Jason began to do that. The children
seemed to relate to Jason perhaps because he too had lost a foot. Soon Jason was
helping Nadia seek aide for the children of Fidel. Other mechanics still came around
to ask his advice on repairs and he often went with them to actually examine the
machine that was broken down. He began to use his crutch very efficiently. His stub
was still too tender to fit with a pegged-leg but it was healing nicely.

Jason found out about the Henry Viscardi School on Long Island and Abilities Inc. He
began to think that he might duplicate such programs in Haiti. He began to think
Nadia could run the school and he could develop the workshop. These ideas were
percolating in his head as he recovered. He didn’t talk with anyone about his ideas.
But he did plan and imagine what might take place. He explored the idea that the
workshop could develop electrical devices. Could he use disabled Haitians to
manufacture some electronic components or actual devices? After all Henry
Viscardi’s people actual made complex electrical wiring yokes for jet aircraft.

Nadia and Jason began to send proposals into funding agencies. They were not very
sophisticated but they were heart felt and certainly met an urgent need.

Every day after they went to school Chessey and Alina rolled out the mobile Sesame
Street TV and set up lessons for the little children. There were many orphan
children who had amputated arms and legs. They especially tried to gather these
children around the television set. Many of these children had difficulty getting to
the regular school., With the help of Nadia Chessey and Alina became cohort
teachers helping other children.
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Since Jason was still not too mobile even though he was helping repair some of the
machinery that had broken down he became interested in the Mobile Sesame
Workshop. He was especially interested in the programs for the older children that
use The Voyages of the Mimi with the one-legged female scuba diver. He was
impressed that she did not let her disability slow her down. Since the Voyages were
in English someone had to translate for the children and Jason began to do that. The
children seemed to relate to Jason perhaps because he too had lost a foot. Soon
Jason was helping Nadia seek aide for the children of Fidel. Other mechanics still
came around to ask his advice on repairs and he often went with them to actually
examine the machine that was broken down. He began to use his crutch very
efficiently. His stub was still too tender to fit with a pegged-leg but it was healing
nicely.

Nadia and Jason got a small grant to pursue their school and workshop dreams.
Nadia continued to expand her Sesame Workshop mobile television programs
throughout the island. Jason continued to dream of creating a workshop for disabled
workers. The more he studied the more he was convinced that he could teach
disabled Haitian workers to work in the field of electronics. He examined a number
of options that could lead to revenue sources. He believed he could organize and
operate a telephone answering service for technical advice and he also thought that
he could develop a work force that could manufacture digital devices and
components. He enrolled in some computer courses offered by the University of
Phoenix online to improve his own skills. He was reading more than he had ever
before done in his life. He was finding that he enjoyed his new freedom to seek
knowledge and that he could actual get educated from virtual learning though the
Internet. He knew that only because Captain Hadad was allowing him to use her
resources could he take advantage of this opportunity. He understood that the
satellite Internet connection was a special privilege he was enjoying that were not
readily available to other Haitians.

He shared his dream of a workshop with Abilities Inc. in the USA and had received a
polite response that they would give him advice. He wanted to visit them and see
just how they worked.

Jason has been in touch with Abilities Inc. and they have agreed to send a consultant
to meet with Jason to discuss how to establish a workshop in Haiti for disabled
workers. The consultant turned out to be Joe Smallwood who lost both hands in an
industrial accident when he was a young man. Joe has two rather sophisticated
prosthetic hands. One of Joe’s hobbies is hand puppets and he has two specially
made hand puppets that he likes to entertain children with. His puppets are named
Thomas and Jeremiah. Thomas is very optimistic and wiling to try anything
whereas Jeremiah is a worrywart and afraid to try anything.

In a keynote speech prepared for delivery at the wireless industry's CTIA trade show
Wednesday in Las Vegas, John Stanton called for the Haitian government to create an
all-wireless nation with more robust networks for the population of nearly 10 million and
to build an economy centered on mobile technology.
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"By deploying state-of-the-art wireless systems, we enable less-developed countries to
leapfrog older technologies, and those systems become the foundation for a new
economy," Stanton said. Jason is excited about this proposal and believes he can create a
workshop that manufactures wireless devices. He has written Mr. Stanton with his ideas.
While it is questionable that Haiti will become an exclusively wireless nation there is a
high probability that they will restore much of their telecommunications with wireless
systems. Today about thirty percent of the population has wireless phones. Therefore it is
highly probably that there will be significant advancements if wireless systems.

This is Jason. He is getting better everyday. He
believes he will lead other disabled people to be a
part of the new wireless Haiti.

He is convinced that they can assemble wireless
devices like cell phones and Ipods or even smart
phones. Just give us the tools and we can make your
wireless dreams come true and help Haiti's economy
grow in a modern digital world.

Dream impossible dreams. If you put your mind and
heart into it you can make those dreams come true.
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Everyone counts no matter what you bring to the table
your contribution is important.
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I'm Nadia and what | say here in Fidel goes.

| have collected some of the poor children that

have lost an arm or leg. Unfortunately, here in

Haiti there is legal slavery of children. Sadly

Haiti is a nation founded by former slaves and to allow
enslavement of children is unconscionable. | am
fighting to change that. But the little children with

lost arms and legs must be helped now. With the help
of Sesame Workshop | am bringing lessons every
day to these lost children who are orphans in Haiti.
Chessey helps me move the TV out into the
neighborhood everyday. We like to work with the little
ones who are crippled by this terrible Earthquake.
They are eager to learn and to watch the

television shows.

14



Emanuel, Chessey and Alina help me every day.

The Earthquake brought them all together in a
strange way. Jason, Nadia and the kids all settled in
Fidel one of the very poorest sections of Haiti. They
have learned to live together, work and dream of a
better time.

Jason began to identify disabled people that had some
knowledge of computers and cell phones. He began to talk
with them about how they could get a major company to back
them in manufacturing wireless phones and or other digital
devices in Haiti. He is talking with pastor Jean about using the
blue and pink church for space to work. At first the pastor was
cool to the idea, but now thinks it can be worked out. It does
mean that the workers would have to set up and tear down
their workspaces to meet the needs of the church.

Joe Smallwood from Abilities Inc. has given Jason some advice
about management and bookkeeping to get his program
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started. Abilities Inc. has not agreed to become a part of the
program, that is, sponsor it but is encouraging Jason to develop
the program. At some time in the future Abilities and Jason’s
program might be combined.

Jason’s stump has healed sufficiently well that Emmanuel and
Omar have been able to make him a sturdy peg leg. It is not the
most modern of legs but it is sufficient for him to use and get
around without a crutch.

Prosthetic arms and legs are given to Haiti. Omar and Emanuel are
looking forward to matching up the people with the arms and legs.
Even before Haiti's quake, Ability had been working with
Physicians for Peace, a non-profit organization based in Virginia
that collects artificial limbs for amputees in underprivileged
countries. The prosthetics industry has been asked for donations of
unused devices, and many patients have contributed limbs that they
no longer use. "We have a lot of pediatrics who have donated. As
people grow, the prosthesis has to grow with them," Jacobs says.
Ability CEO Jeffrey Brandt calls the numbers unfathomable.
"Perhaps tens of thousands of amputees. It was my 16-year-old son
who gave me the idea when he asked how our family was going to
help with Haiti." Ability is collecting unused prosthetics at its
Frederick and Hagerstown, Maryland locations, and its Gettysburg,
Allentown, and Exton, Pennsylvania offices. This week more than
a half million dollars worth of prosthetic arms and legs were sent
to Haiti.

The will of the people of Haiti is strong and it will be rebuilt
bigger and better than ever.

A friend sent Nadia an Evil Eye from the Mediterranean to protect

everyone fromEVIL. Nadi a said, "106Il1l take
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Cue helps Emmanuel in all his work. Wonder dog George keeps in touch with Cue
through the dog twitter site, George thinks of Cue as one of the best rescue dogs in
the world. George wants to go to Japan as a rescue dog and help our in that terrible
Earthquake. He once applied to be a member of the famous Fairfax, Va Rescue
Team, but was too friendly to really be a serious rescue dog. Now that he is more
mature he might make the grade.
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